The private garden
There is a need for all children to have access to outdoor play at home, in their own private garden, so they are free to initiate their own play in their own time 
It is the intention of SPFA to lobby their local planning authority when new developments include two or more bedrooms, in order that they include garden space so that all children are able to access outdoor play in the safety of their home environment.
Recommended standards
	Age range 
	Minimum size 
	Characteristics 

	0 – 3 years 
	21 Sq m 
	Mixture of grass and hard surface 

	4 – 8 years 
	50 Sq m 
	Mixture of grass and hard surface with some semi-permanent play features. (For example sand pit, goals, playhouse) 

	9 – 16 Years 
	50 Sq m 
(Ideally 10.5m long) 
	Mixture of grass and hard surface with some semi – permanent play features and natural adventure play features. (for example tree swing, tree house, dens etc) 



Local community play spaces and neighbouring friends gardens
There is also a need for children to be able to access outdoor space in their own neighbourhood away from their home environment in order for them to play and meet friends.
 The NPFA recommends a minimum standard for outdoor playing space of 2.4 hectares (6 acres) per 1000.Minimum Standard – Total playing space = 2.4 hectares. (1.6 hectares sport – 0.8 Play space)
Specific to providing children`s play space are the following guidelines




Minimum Standard  - Total playing space = 2.4 hectares. (1.6 hectares Sport  -  0.8 Play space) 

Specific to providing children`s play space are the following guidelines; 
	Facility
	Time
	Walking distance
	Minimum size
	Nearest dwelling
	Characteristics

	LAP
(Local area for play)
	
1 Minute 
	
100m
	
100m2
	
5m from Activity zone
	
Small low key games area

	LEAP
(Local equipped area for play)
	
5 Minutes 
	
400m
	
400m2
	
10m from activity zone
	
5 types of play equipment, small games

	NEAP
(Neighbourhood equipped area for play)
	
15 Minutes
	
1,000m2
	
1000m2
	
30m from activity zone
	
8 types of play equipment opportunities for ball games or wheeled activities



`Safe routes to play`
To be able to access neighbouring friend’s gardens and local play areas, children should be able to move freely and safely in and around their own neighbourhood.
In order to create `safe routes` to play, CPFAs could assist their local communities with the design and planning of new developments, considering for example street lighting, cycle paths, passageways through estates, traffic.
School Time
There is a need for children to be allowed to access outdoor play during the school day, on their school site.
There is an opportunity to extend the opportunity for play beyond the school day into the early evening, weekends and holiday times on the school site. 
Shropshire Playing Fields Association intend to;
· Campaign for minimum play times to be scheduled, in partnership with Play England.
· Help with the design of school playgrounds, playing fields and other facilities to support active and constructive play.
· Protect school playing fields in partnership with FIT and Sport England by carrying out individual local assessments of need.
· Promote and advocate the community use of school facilities.
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